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June 5, 2023

Diego Guillen, Principal Manager

City of Menifee, Community Development Department
29844 Haun Road

Menifee, California 92586

Phone: (951) 672-6777

E-mail: dguillen@cityofmenifee.us

Subject: SCAG Comments on the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
for the Valley Boulevard Widening Project [SCAG NO. IGR10887]

Dear Diego Guillen:

Thank you for submitting the Notice of Intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Valley Boulevard Widening Project (“proposed
project”) to the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) for
review and comment. The proposed project includes the widening from a
two-lane road to a four-lane road, seven new traffic signals, construction of
sidewalks and bike lanes on a 61.7-acre site.

Based on SCAG staff’s review, the proposed project does not reference the
most recently adopted 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS or Connect SoCal). SCAG staff comments are
detailed in the attachment to this letter.

When available, please send project related documents and notices to
IGR@scag.ca.gov. If you have any questions regarding the attached
comments, please contact the Intergovernmental Review (IGR) Program, attn.:
Annaleigh Ekman, Senior Regional Planner, at (213) 630-1427 or
IGR@scag.ca.gov. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Frank Wen, Ph.D.
Manager, Planning Strategy Department
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COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR
VALLEY BOULEVARD WIDENING PROJECT [SCAG NO. IGR10887]

SUMMARY

Pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 375, SCAG is the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under state law
and is responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including the Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS). SCAG’s feedback is intended to assist local jurisdictions and project proponents to implement
projects that have the potential to contribute to attainment of Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) goals and align with RTP/SCS policies.

For regionally significant transportation projects, should major project changes (i.e., change in scope, completion year,
and/or costs) take place as result of the environmental review process that are not consistent with the latest RTP/SCS
project sponsors should consult with their County Transportation Commission (CTC) to request for SCAG to amend the
RTP/SCS to include the latest project information.

The proposed project is currently included in Connect SoCal [RTP ID RIV180141]. Riverside County Transportation
Commission should coordinate with SCAG on any updates to the project scope in the RTP/SCS.

Based on SCAG staff review, the IS/MND does not reference the most recently adopted 2020 Connect SoCal. SCAG
staff recommends including references to Connect SoCal as described in the following sections.

CONNECT SOCAL GOALS

The SCAG Regional Council fully adopted Connect SoCal in September 2020. Connect SoCal, also known as the 2020 -
2045 RTP/SCS, builds upon and expands land use and transportation strategies established over several planning cycles
to increase mobility options and achieve a more sustainable growth pattern. The long-range visioning plan balances
future mobility and housing needs with goals for the environment, the regional economy, social equity and
environmental justice, and public health. The goals included in Connect SoCal may be pertinent to the proposed project.
These goals are meant to provide guidance for considering the proposed project. Among the relevant goals of Connect
SoCal are the following:

SCAG CONNECT SOCAL GOALS
Goal #1: Encourage regional economic prosperity and global competitiveness
Goal #2: Improve mobility, accessibility, reliability and travel safety for people and goods
Goal #3: Enhance the preservation, security, and resilience of the regional transportation system
Goal #4: Increase person and goods movement and travel choices within the transportation system
Goal #5: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve air quality
Goal #6: Support healthy and equitable communities
Goal #7: Adapt to a changing climate and support an integrated regional development pattern and transportation
network
Goal #8: Leverage new transportation technologies and data-driven solutions that result in more efficient travel
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SCAG CONNECT SOCAL GOALS
Goal #9: Encourage development of diverse housing types in areas that are supported by multiple transportation
options
Goal #10: Promote conservation of natural and agricultural lands and restoration of habitats

Connect SoCal Strategies

To achieve the goals of Connect SoCal, a wide range of land use and transportation strategies are included in the
accompanying twenty (20) technical reports. To view Connect SoCal and the accompanying technical reports, please
visit the Connect SoCal webpage. Connect SoCal builds upon the progress from previous RTP/SCS cycles and
continues to focus on integrated, coordinated, and balanced planning for land use and transportation that helps the
SCAG region strive towards a more sustainable region, while meeting statutory requirements pertinent to RTP/SCSs.
These strategies within the regional context are provided as guidance for lead agencies such as local jurisdictions
when the proposed project is under consideration.

SCAG Staff Comments

SCAG staff recommends that you review 2020 Connect SoCal and consider its adopted goals and policies when
finalizing the proposed project.

DEMOGRAPHICS AND GROWTH FORECASTS

A key, formative step in projecting future population, households, and employment through 2045 for Connect SoCal
was the generation of a forecast of regional and county level growth in collaboration with expert demographers and
economists on Southern California. From there, jurisdictional level forecasts were ground-truthed by subregions and
local agencies, which helped SCAG identify opportunities and barriers to future development. This forecast helps the
region understand, in a very general sense, where we are expected to grow, and allows SCAG to focus attention on
areas that are experiencing change and may have increased transportation needs. After a year-long engagement
effort with all 197 jurisdictions one-on-one, 82 percent of SCAG’s 197 jurisdictions provided feedback on the forecast
of future growth for Connect SoCal. SCAG also sought feedback on potential sustainable growth strategies from a
broad range of stakeholder groups — including local jurisdictions, county transportation commissions, other partner
agencies, industry groups, community-based organizations, and the general public. Connect SoCal utilizes a bottom-
up approach in that total projected growth for each jurisdiction reflects feedback received from jurisdiction staff,
including city managers, community development/planning directors, and local staff. Growth at the neighborhood
level (i.e., transportation analysis zone (TAZ) reflects entitled projects and adheres to current general and specific
plan maximum densities as conveyed by jurisdictions (except in cases where entitled projects and development
agreements exceed these capacities as calculated by SCAG). Neighborhood level growth projections also feature
strategies that help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) from automobiles and light trucks to achieve
Southern California’s GHG reduction target, approved by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) in accordance
with state planning law. Connect SoCal’s Forecasted Development Pattern is utilized for long range modeling
purposes and does not supersede actions taken by elected bodies on future development, including entitlements
and development agreements. SCAG does not have the authority to implement the plan -- neither through decisions
about what type of development is built where, nor what transportation projects are ultimately built, as Connect
SoCal is adopted at the jurisdictional level. Achieving a sustained regional outcome depends upon informed and
intentional local action. To access jurisdictional level growth estimates and forecasts for years 2016 and 2045, please
refer to the Connect SoCal Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report. The growth forecasts for the region
and applicable jurisdictions are below.
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Adopted SCAG Region Wide Forecasts Adopted City of Menifee Forecasts
Year 2020 | Year 2030 | Year 2035 | Year 2045 | Year 2020 | Year 2030 | Year 2035 | Year 2045
Population 19,517,731 | 20,821,171 | 21,443,006 | 22,503,899 94,518 108,494 115,690 129,750
Households 6,333,458 6,902,821 7,170,110 7,633,451 34,287 41,223 44,704 51,226
Employment | 8,695,427 9,303,627 9,566,384 | 10,048,822 17,787 24,250 26,393 29,210
SCAG Staff Comments

SCAG staff recommends including a reference to the population, housing, and employment trends and forecasts
based on the most recently adopted SCAG 2020 Connect SoCal Regional Growth Forecasts to recognize the city’s
planned growth.

MITIGATION
SCAG Staff Comments

SCAG staff recommends that you review the Final Program Environmental Impact Report (Final PEIR) for Connect
SoCal for guidance, as appropriate. SCAG’s Regional Council certified the PEIR and adopted the associated Findings
of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations (FOF/SOC) and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
(MMRP) on May 7, 2020 and also adopted a PEIR Addendum and amended the MMRP on September 3, 2020 (please
see the PEIR webpage and scroll to the bottom of the page for the PEIR Addendum). The PEIR includes a list of project-
level performance standards-based mitigation measures that may be considered for adoption and implementation
by lead, responsible, or trustee agencies in the region, as applicable and feasible. Project-level mitigation measures
are within responsibility, authority, and/or jurisdiction of project-implementing agency or other public agency serving
as lead agency under CEQA in subsequent project- and site- specific design, CEQA review, and decision-making
processes, to meet the performance standards for each of the CEQA resource categories.
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